LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN P. BUTLER   43
From General Butler to General Meade
CONMDHNTIAI..   Head Qrs,, Aug. IZUi, 3.50 P.M.
THERE is no physical difficulty in getting out on Foster's front, as well as below. In either case you will meet about three brigades in light rifle pits.
BENJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. Genl. Comd'g.
P.S. Have captured Gen. Lane's (Alabama Brigade) A. A. Gen., who says when we took those guns before at Deep Bottom there were but three thousand men on that side, and I believe even were (less) the next day. B. F. B.
From General Grant to General Butler
Cm POINT, Aug. 12, 1864
SEND one regt. heavy arty, to Washn., and let me know as soon as possible what one you send.
U. S. GRANT, Lt. Genl.
From N. G. Upham to General Butler
CONCORD, Aug. 12th, 1864
MY DEAR GENERAL: I have been much disappointed in the opportunity I hoped to have had in going to see you at your Head Quarters. But a new session of our Legislature and various events here have detained me. In the meantime, circumstances are daily occurring demanding the most careful scrutiny and foresight of all true men.
I have come to these conclusions: There is but one course of action that can give any vital powers to the Convention at Chicago. It should adopt as the fundamental article of their platform "That the integrity of the Union must and shall be preserved at all hazards, and at any sacrifice," & follow it up with strong views not conflicting with it. They will not do this, & must fail of commanding the confidence of the people.
I believe also that Lincoln will meet with a like failure, unless he shall at once dismiss his entire Cabinet, with the exception of Seward & Fessenden, & place, in their stead, sound, energetic, reliable men in whom the country have implicit confidence, & who will carry on his Cabinet as a unit & with a power adequate to the wants & wishes of the people. If he will do this, you being one of the men & having a voice in the